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My Lords, 

This country looks up to your Lordships 
^w^ great anxiety at the present moment. You 
hove an important tai^ to perform, one on 
which more depends than yoa seem to be 
aivare ot 

i should not address your Lordships, did I 
not see, or think that I see, symptoms that 
are far from boding well for the peace of the 
country. 
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Your Lordships are unfettered by precedent 
or example, and therefore have a fine opportu- 
nity of taking the plain and open road dictated 
by justice and the honour of British Noble* 
men, 

Individus^ly you ought to be, aod in a body 
you are, independent both of king and people; 
but even if you were dependent on both, still 
I think that an adherence to honour and a love 
of justice should supersede every other consi- 
deration, as indeed they have generally done iu 
the House of Peers, 

Great are the obligations that this nation 
owes to your predecessors, from th^ bold Ba- 
rons who laid the foundation of British liberty 
at Ruueni^da to the present day. You h^ve, 
myXords, a sacred deposit entrusted to your 
care. Let me therefore enteeat you to weigh! 
wdl wh^t you are about, aqd consider, that 
you never had an opportunity of showing your 
hoBOui: and justice in a more : brilliant manner 
than now ; or your dereliction of thenq in one 
DdQre. shjameful, ; 

The country, my Lordsj^ began to f(^l som^ 
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alarm when it found that your Lordships re- 
fused to furnish the Qi^en of England, on. 
petition, a list of the witnesses to be dammon*. 
ed to appear sLgainst her; a request so nat«i«> 
ral for her to make, and apparently so fair for 
you to grant; 

If the accusers of the Queen know who the. 
witnesses are^ it would be but $imple justice: 
to furnish her Majesty with their names and 
description. If, as it has been whispered* they, 
af)e only: partial] y known, arid are still to be fish- 
ed for in Europe, Asia, and Africa, there is 
greatiniquity in the transaction, and itill becomes: 
your Lord$bipi$ to give it your countenance, r : 

The country was led to feel still more, when; 
your Lordships refused her Majesty even a 
list of the places and the times where and 
when acts of guilt were laid to her charge^ 
The feelidg now began to be attended with 
anxiety for the. honour of your Lordships aad 
of the nation, rather than from any fear of dan- 
ger to the Queen. > 
. The. public may be wrong, but it conceived 
that such refusaJ)^ augured. badly for the caiisf^ 
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of justice. The refasal e?en to bear counsel 
to support the request, I must confess, appears 
to be rather strange. What ! are your Lord- 
ships afraid to hear arguments from the coun- 
sel of the Queen of . England ? Was the cause 
predetermined, and were you afraid to be told 
that "wfaat you were resolved to do'was un^ir 
and unjust ? I hope not ; but such was the ap- 
pearance. Such is most > unfortunately the 
light in which the pubKc views the refusaL 

I say unfortunately, my Lords ; f<Mr it is very 
important in this case that your Lordships 
should not be considered as inclined to favour 
an accusation that is already condemned by 
the general voice of the people. There is more 
dependent in this case on a strict adherence to 
justice than probably your Lordships may be 
aware of; and what is not to be forgotten, is 
that the appearance of injustice may be as pro- 
ductive of evil as injustice itself. 

I pretend to know nothing of the real merits 
of the case. I do not pretend to say that the 
Queen is innocent, though from her way of 
meeting her accusers I think she is; but of this 
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I am certaio, that though she may be as inno^ 
cent as a y^stal Tirgin, she may fiod it impo^* 
sible to prove that innocence. Well do your 
Lordships know that to prove a negative ip in 
most cases extremely difficult and often impoa- 
sible, and consequently that there ought .to 
be no unnecessary difficulties thrown in the 
way. •. ; - 

When Justice deviates from her path, it should 
be on the side of mercy* I do not me$m to aay 
in the present case that she has deyial^d^ but 
that she has had the appearance of deviation, 
which is a great misfortune. 

I am not one of those who lament that tber^ 
is no preced^t for your proceedings, for, in 
general, in precedents the analogy is not such 
as to forward the administration of justice; w 
thecontrary, precedents for the most part cramp 
the proceedings and render them tedious and 
complicated. Where there is no preced^t; 
as in the present case, the honourable, feelipg^^ 
good sense, and justice of your Lord3fadps will 
have their full scope; and therefore it \^ that you 
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are ifae more interested ia taking c^are tbat M^ 
thing like an undue balance or prejudice should 
appear. 

I must take the liberty, my Lords, to make 
mention here of some circumstances that have 
not an immediate connection with the guilt or 
innocence of her Majesty, but which have a 
very intimate connectibn with the welfare of 
the country. 

It would be highly improper and absurd to 
«nler into the subject at great length, but it is 
certain that by some means or other ^nto 
which it is not necessary to inquire) no mo- 
narch in England has been so unpopular ad 
the present, and at no period has the nafit)]) 
been so full of discontent since the revoTufioQ 
in 1688. 

The general population expects some change, 
and a great portion of it wishes for an altera- 
tion. The public feeling resembles much that 
which prevailed in Paris for some time previ- 
ous to the revolution. 

At such a time it is not wise io agitate a 
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question, that may shake the stability of the 
throne, and bring the right of succession into 
question. 

In this view the measures adopting against 
the Queen are of the most dangerous nature 
possible. They seem to indicate a desire in his. 
Majesty to marry again: now, besides that 
no divorce will ever be approved of as good in 
a religious, a moral, or even alegal sense, should 
the new Queen have issue, it will not be be- 
lieved to be really the King*s; for on the subject 
of bodily qualities there is almost but one 
opinion ; so that a child, the fruit of that mar- 
riage, will be thought to be doubly illegitimate; 
first, on account of the ill^timacy of the mar* 
riage, and secondly, on account of suspected 
impotence in the reputed father^ and conse^ 
quently adultery in the mother. 

Iq such affairs opinion is almost every thing; 
even thrones are occupied rather in conse- 
quence of the opinion of men, than by the 
grace of God. A child born under such cir- 
cuipstances would be hated ; and if a plan 
were laid for the express purpose of terminat- 

B 
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log the presiHii dytiast)^,. it Qoald not be more 
oflfeotually done^ 

It may be said, that the divorce, of the 
Queen does not necessarily occasion another 
marriage; nor another marria|;e, should it take 
pls^et the birth of an heir to the throne. Thi» 
ilft.idi true ; but in the mean time what will the 
dai^er be ? I have ^fioken of the ultimate dan-^ 
g$K, but let U8= inquire into that which id more 
imine^iate* 

The id^a has gone abroad, and is extending, 
that amairriagejsrnMditated, and that thedivorce,r 
in ib^elf a very uBf>op]ular measure, is a prelimi-* 
nary to cntting^off the succession from the Duke 
of York and his brothers. Now the Duke of 
York is liked by the army, and for good rea- 
sonst as he has always been a soldier's friend ; 
therefore, the military will look on the divorce 
in even a worse light than the great body of 
the people^ if that is possible. Where th€» 
will be the support of the throne? The people 
are ripe for resistanc^i and.tb^ military will be 
likely to Join them. 
The ei^^ples of Spain and Naples show 



Digitized by 



Google 



n 

what dangerous •Monies soldiers tire, when, 
from being physical atrtomata, they become 
thinking and active politicians,* and the bnsi- 
ness in question is extremely likely to make 
that change in the army of England. 

The heavy debt and Ihe strained collection 
of revenue are «uch that the smallest and most 
Miort-Ii^ed contmotion would involve the finan- 
ces in inextricable difficulty. 

I do not insist on the certainty of such con- 
sequences, but on their phoibability ; yes, 
my Lords, their pkobabili'Ty ; and even if 
that be thought to be too mucb, let the possi- 
bility only be conceived, and who that bas a 
slake in the country would run tb^ risk ? 

• When the French Revolution broke out^ all the sove- 
reigns of Europe were alarmed^ and having raised great ar- 
mies for 'the purposes of vraar, they are keeping them up to 
Ibc^ down their stibjecsts $ but the evil has become too gr^t. 
Prussia alone keep» op, im time of peace^ a greater army than 
•^gustus Carsar when he had the whole of the civilized 
world in subjection. Two hundred and eighty thousand mepi 
was the amount of the Roman army when the empire extended 
from the Forth and Clyde to the Euphrates^ the Persian Gulph^ 
and the Red Sea. 
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This is the moment, my Lords, for you to 
save the country cmd to save yourselves from a 
great danger, 

The business is not, indeed, of your bring-r 
ing on : it is the work of ministers, but they 
aim at making you their instruments ; which, 
indeed, you have so far become. But this is a 
inoment for leisure and consideration. You 
have not yet passed the Rubicon, my Lords, 
and I hope will pause. 

Think for one moment, my Lords, what all 
ihis risk is for ; and, on the other hand, think 
^nd calculate how great it is. 

Jn the present temper of men's minds, in case 
of confusipq, funded and landed property will 
suffer. The former will vanish like a shadow, 
for it is one of the grievances complained of, 
and the latter will be divided. It will be lost 
to you; while those who divide the spoil will 
finish by being little; better than beggars. 

The fine constitution, the work of ages and 
the envy of the world, will perish ; arts and 
sciences will be banished from the country, 
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and the evils will be as much beyond remedy^ 
as they will exceed calculation. 

Do not imagine, my Lords, that I am <^o- 
louring the picture too highly, if a revolution 
should ensue; I have myself been the eye- 
witness of that in France, and I declare that 
so far from painting with too deep a tinge, I 
am not possessed of powers to do the descrip- 
tion justice. It would require the pen of a 
Burke to describe in characters of fire the 
evils that we should have to encounter. 

Revolntions in such countries as Spain or 
Italy are blessings. The governments were 
bankrupts, and their creditors can be no worse 
than they were ; but they may and probably 
will be better; and as to constitutions, they 
had nothing that deserved the name. 

Let us now look, my Lords, to the best 
that can happen. 

You all say, and ministers say, that the inqui- 
ry is respecting acts that have been a disgrace 
to the British throne and the British nation. 
Well then, the best that can happen, is, that, 
on a strict investigation, your Lordships find 
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that what is feared has not happened, and that 
all is a false rumour, as I have little dcmbt that 
it will prove to be ; Jfor well we know 

No might nor greatness in mortality 

Can censure 'scape : back-wounding Cslumny 

The whitest Virtue strikes. 

Supposing, then, this happy issue, which 
all must wish for, which all do wish for, what 
will be the situation of those who prematurely 
refused her Majesty the honours due to her 
rank? How will her husband feel; glad^ I 
suppose, that his wife has not degraded him, 
but grieved that he has degraded *•*•♦♦•. 

As to the divorce, that of course will not 
take place, but the coronation will, and then 
■ there will be one gaudy day in place, 

of another. 

Supposing, that, on the other case, the 
crown of England has been d^raded, we 
shall have the advantage of having an authentic 
record of transactions of which we shall be 
ashamed : the value of this advantage I am 
not able to estimate, for I am not s0 deeply 
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Tensed ia algebra as to understand tbe value of 
what are termed negative quantities. 

Qf this I am certain, that the people of 
other nations will laugh at us as fools for having 
taken so much trouble to ascertain what it 
would ha?e been much better for us to have 
left unascertained. 

It is at best but like a man who would 
publish his own shame, and have all his vices 
engraved on his tomb-stone. 

If I could give credit to professions^ and 
believe the prosecutors of the Queen to be 
possessed of common sense, I should suppose 
that they think her innocent; for, sure! j they 
neve^ can think that there is any advantage in 
proving what tends to their disgrace, as they 
confess that they will do; while they act very 
consistently if they expect that the whole of 
the accusations are founded on calumny. 

Let these matters however be as they will, 
in neither case is there any advantage adequate 
to the risk, and the risk at this unfortunate 
moment is very great indeed. 

I have already stated the ultimate risk in 
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case of a divorce, a marriage, and the birth of 
a child. I have also stated the risk of dan- 
gers during the proceedings, which I conceive 
to be far the greater of the two, and I may add 
very gr^at and every day increasing. 

Now, my Lords, though I know the pro- 
ceedings did not originate with you, and 
though you have gone too far to stop the pro- 
ceedings in your own house, as you do not 
meet till the awful proceeding begins, yet you 
are, individually, each in your own right, tha 
advisers of his Majesty ; you can tell him his 
risk, and announce to him his danger. If 
you think that there is danger, it is your duty 
to address your Sovereign and inform him of 
it ; and if you do not believe me, inquire intQ 
the language held by the people and the sol- 
diers. 

The idea that the soldiers will aid, or that 
they will not interfere, will be quite sufficient 
to encourage the evil-intentioued to revolt; and 
a single day may do the business and bring on 
irretrievable ruin. Should such a fatal event 
take place what would future historians say ? 
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I. will tell you, my Lards, in substance, 
what history will record,' at some future period, 
should the evil apprehended take place. 

" At a time when the whole of Europe 
" was in astate of discontent; when France had 
** just rested from along and disastrous revolu- 
" tion, and still apprehended another; when 
*' Spain and Naples had recently commenced 
** their revolutionary career, and the Austrian 
" and Prussian monarchs trembled on their 
** thrones ; when standing armies,which had been 
*' the support of kings and theoppressors of their 
" subjects, -were discovered to be the most 
" dangerous enemies of kings and the friends 
" of the people; when it was to be apprehended 
** that the forms of government in all the civi- 
" lized states of Europe were in danger of being 
*' changed ; an occurrence took placein England 
" which astonished the world, and shows with 
*^ what a fatal obstinacy men sometimes run 
^* to meet their ruin. 

" After the death oif George the Third, of 
** whose virtues we have spoken so much, his 
" son, at the age of fifty-seven years, who had 

c 
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^V bf^en long^ sep^atfd fijon^ i|is, Mrife,. by. a 
^' in^^lt ^iiaocountable bizairery pf bpniaiv 
^' nature, wi3be4 . ^^ a. divprce;; t^/B Princess,. 
'' SLOW Qqeen^ ba4f fof qearly six years, been 
"f aJbMnt from Epglandi and bad travelled as 
*' far as Jerosalem, having passed by Malta, 
V Cfurtbage^ and Constantinople: her cbief 
^ residence^ however, had been in Italy, and 
\j r^ort had attributed to her an irregularity 
t' of^ QQpduct, wlficb, bad it been true, would 
\' have constituted gmlt, of, a serious nature. 
. ^^ Wehaye already seen that the same Princess 
l\ fa^d bjeencaluipi|iated and accusj^ nearly four- 
l*- te^ yef^rs before, wbqn in England. That the 
*' cbargies. against her were brought by persons 
" of raqk and of respectability ; tjiat they were 
'* positive and specie, time, place, and persons 
*\ named ; yet that the Princess met them like a 
^^ heroine, and dissipated them like a shadow^ 
," Her innocence was fully established* In pro* 
** portion as she was persecuted^ she became the 
'^ favou^te.of the ;Briti^PlibIi<^ alw^i^ys ready 
f* to pi'Qteiqt the oppr^sed and resist tlie 
/' oppressor* 
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'' Nothing CduM riWig^hfilioiia! ftetf% 'mor6' 
'^ Ihaii to find that th^ )ady whb \\bA cleared Ker 
** conduct li^rith sO rauchWdhour^ when attabkfed* 
** under ch'camslances that gave credit to her 
'' accusers, should be again attacked on uhfle^' 
" fiUMl turnout, bf ^hich tiili authors and the 
" origin were unknown. 

"^ If the natuihe oF the attack wiis piilblicly 
^' cbudemned, the manner of making it ^ras 
*' more so still. The British ministers began 
** by rcftising her the title of Queen, by wilh- 
** drawing her name from the Liturgy, and 
*^ causing her to be itisulted by British ambas- 
^' idadors abroad'; thus treatitig her, oh the ibere 
" rumours of accusers without character, with- 
** out residence, and without eveii a name, 
** as if she were tried and convicted ! 

" Oh place and greatness ! millions of &lse eyes 
Are sti^ck upon thee : volumes of report 
Run i^ith their false and most contrarioua <|ue^s 
Upon thy doings : thousand scapes of wit 
lilak^ thee the filths of tfieir idle «lr^mi^ 
And rank thee ift their ftnaesl '' 

*' Th^iiu^n came boldHy to Britain to :^ce 
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** her accusers, who inrere astonished and 
*^ ashaiDed, but persevered, aqd by new and 
*^ unexampled proceedings, upon written apd 
*■ unauthentic documents, procured a bill of 
^* pains and penalties, — a bill of ^ divorce and 
<^ degradation, to be sanctioned by the House 
" of Lords. 

• ^ As if to outrage decency and the nation, at 
^* the same time, her Majesty's counsel were 
" refused a hearing— she w?is refqsed. a list of 
** witnesses who were to appear against her, and 
^^ even a li^t of the times and places where the 
** guilty acts were said to have been committed, 
** ^& to time, it was nearly six years she had 
^* been absent; and as to places the continent of 
^^ Europe, Asia, and Africa, had a|l been visited 
^* by her ]\|ajesty, so that her accusers could 
^' scarcely find a wider field. 

" The world was all before them where to choose 
Th^ scene of action.'' 

^' In proportion as. the Queen was harshly 
^' treated the nation was interested in her be- 
^^ half, and nothing; but that fatal delirium that 
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*' 80 frequently precedes ruin and destruction 
" could ba?e urged the ministers to persevere. 
*' At last the 17th of August came, when 
*^ her Majesty was to appear in the character 
^ of a culprit before the House of Peers ; but 
^' if she appeared there as a culprit, she ap- 
*^ peared to the nation as an innocent and 
" heroic victim. 

'' The Ministers and the Peers had been 
" forewarned of the danger, but they were 
^* deaf to information, to argument, and to 
** remonstrance ; till at last they were informed 
'' that if they persisted the consequences would 
•* be fatal. They were, as ministers generally 
** are, too late. The examples of Charles I. 
'* and James II. of England, who resisted 
'' every demand of the people till it was too 
*♦ late ; of Louis XVI. of France, who resist- 
" ed till it was loo late; of jPerdinand of 
" Spain, who resisted till it was too late ; and 
** of Gharles of Naples, who did the same ; 
** — all these examples were lost, and the con- 
** sequences were that ♦*•••*•*•, 
The impartial historian and spectator is 
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astonished at Brich conduct, bnt it has bee A »a 
uniformly the same in att cases that it itinst be 
natural^ not accidental. 

How is this- natural? Sovereigns are like 
other naen. They act right ^hen they are right- 
ly informed, but if the troth is concealed fi^m 
them* they camiot act properly ; thfey can only 
reason from what they know, and it would 
iippear that those by whom they have^ been 
surrounded, thatisth^ir Ministers/ had too 
little honour and courage to give theiV masters 
trtie; but necessary, information; for, when 
the Kings^ have in those unfortunate circum- 
stances been truly informed they have acted 
well enough/' 

* Louift XYI. WSis tiot Informed ofiht taking of di6 fii^tille 
UU two (kytfaA^ it took place, and the felloDtiri^day be 
went to Paris, ^here.the huviiHaiting scene to|i)L t)lalce<«l die 
Hotel . de Ville* Louis was the last monarch from when 
one would have thought the truth would have been concealed^ 
as he was too mild and reasonable to fly in a rage, as some 
others have done when they received bad tidings ; besides 
he had two brothers who might have been expected to speak, 
iir fais]Uitiisl6{i»wdaid/nol^ - ■ - 
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they are abbnt to have, and "which it is to be 
hoped, some of its friends will have the cou- 
rage and virtue to prevent 

But why do I speak of courage and virtue? 
What risk does any British Peer of inde- 
pendent fortune run in speaking the truth? 
Should be unfortunately displease his Sove- 
reign, surely the feeling that he has done his 
duty will more than recompense him for any 
mortification that can ensue. 

But I will go farther, and say that the Sove- 
reign will not be displeased, he will feel 
obliged. He is a misled and calumniated man, 
and has too much sense, too much courage, 
and too much patriotism, to be displeased at 
one who tells him fairly and honestly the 
truth. 

I can conceive that a Minister who has 
always been calculating that ^* Enough for the 
day was the evil thereof," to whom flattery 
or telling only what is agreeable has become 
habitual, and who has a fear of losing his 
place, may think it dangerous to be the mes- 
i^enger of diss^reeable information ; but there 
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are many amongst you who have do places to 
Jose, no habits of flattery to overcome, and 
to whom the preservation of your property 
and the good of the nation ought to be dear. 

This is not a time to speak in half words 
or dark and doubtful sentences; the danger 
is almost immediate, and the case is urgent : 
it is your duty to act with resolution and 
vigour, and to save your country. 

Had Mr. Pitt been alive and Minister, I 
should not have had to entreat you ; or had even 
Mr. Perceval been still in existence, the danger 
would have been averted ; for both those Mi-^ 
nisters knew that time must be taken by the fore- 
lock. The mostruinousof all systems, or rather 
of all expedients, is fighting with the evils of 
the day ; he who does that is certain to be 
overcome, and that is the avowed system and 
the constant practice of the present Ministers, 
It is not from them that protection is to be 
expected. You, my Lords, or we, must 
work out our own salvation, or we shall 
not be saved, and every day increased the 
danger/ 



Digitized by 



Google 



36 

Thinlf , mj, hotrdn^ t>f yfor bnme 9»i virto-^ 
oufl ancntws.and pnedbcessors ; think also of 
youreelires:; but, above all things, tbinkof your 
children and posterity. The levelling principle 
tilalks abffoad in greater fwce than ever^ and 
'Ame who entertain that principle are bold 
enough openly to avow it ; so, that if evil 
Qomes without exertion to prevent it, you will, 
at least, not have to plead ignorance as an 
excuse* 

I know that I nsay be blamed for this ad« 
dress ; I know that I even incur some risk, 
bo* bow great I really have not attempted to 
estimate ; but my motives are good. My feel- 
ings lead me to what I do, and, let the conse- 
queiiees be to myself what they may, I have 
made up my mind on the subject. When the 
prosperity of a nation is at stake it is of little 
importance what happens to an obscure indi- 
vidual. 

I, however, am not disposed to take any 
credit eitherfor courage or disinterestedness to 
myself, that I think I have no right to claim ; 
for my opinion failrjy is, that however I- may 
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be blamed for the mpruent^ I sball soon repf^iye 
the approbation of all tbe well-thinkiDg p§)1; of 
the nation; and, at all events, I shall faave, 
what is tome of more importance, the confiol^r 
tion, that, to the best of my power, I baYf5 en* 
deavoured to do my duty. 

P.S. It only requires to be added, that^ 
whatever in the case of the Queen may be the 
party feelings in parliament, it is not a part^ 
question vrith the nation at large : it is one of 
those occasions where the English nation has 
espoused the cause of the weak against the 
strong, — of those whom they thought oppress- 
ed, againstthose whom they thought oppressors. 
Ever sincethe time when Queen Elizabeth pro- 
tected the inhabitants of the Netherlands,, and 
freed them from the cruelty and oppression of 
Spain, to assist the oppressed has been a national 
principle, powerfully supported by national feel- 
ing. This made the last war in the peninsula 
so popular, though so expensive. Englishmen 
lose sight both of economy and of danger 
fighting in such a causie; and, whether right or 
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Svrong, they think that this is such. Your 
Lordships' refusal of a list of i/vitnesses, or even 
to stipulate whether the supposed crime was com- 
mitted on tiie ruins of Carthage, at the Holy 
Sepiilchre, in Jerusalem, at Constantinople, 
in the Vatican at Rome, or on the borders of 
the ,Lake of Conjo, appears, — I say, my Lords 
ftnd G.entlemen, Ipoks.to us uninformed people 
like management. . We (I in this case speak for 
the people of whom I am one) think that it is 
not the way to allow the Queen a fair trial. 
Itoiay be a mistake, , and where the peace of 
the nation is at stake it is necessary to appear 
to be just, as much as it is. necessary for your 
Lordships' honour that you should be so. 

In the first instance, my Lords, I implore you 
to give farther time, that you may prepare the 
way for avoiding a trial which can only end in 
misfortune to the nation, and disgrace to those 
V^ho have persisted in bringing it forward. 



TJHE END. 
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